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Abstract

This partial meeting report retains the discussion result of TD SPH-018 “Request for ITU-T’s intervention for achieving a correct understanding of Q.2630.1 (Source: Japan Telecom on behalf of supporting companies in 3GPP TSG RAN)”. This is to make it possible to input the ITU-T’s intervention to 3GPP TSG RAN WG3 #14 meeting held in parallel with this Joint Qs.13&20/11 (AAL2) meeting in advance of the two meetings are adjourned. This approved partial meeting report will be merged into the complete meeting report by the end of this meeting period.

1. General comment 

ITU-T is currently developing signalling protocols which have a clear separation between the service control layer and the transport layer for the those environments under standardisation in ITU-T.  The meeting questioned whether it is the intention of 3GPP TSG RAN WG3 to limit the transport layer topologies used by the network operators in the UTRAN. In ITU-T this is normally considered to be a network operator’s activity, and should not be imposed by the specification. 
2. Discussion result

2.1 Purpose of main body and  ANNEX A “Support for non-switched scenario of Q.2630.1”:


The main body is a superset which is for both of the two configurations, with and without AAL type 2 switch. Annex A is seen as a subset of the main body. The main body consists of roughly three parts for originating AAL type 2 service endpoint, AAL type 2 switch, and terminating AAL type 2 service endpoint in its nodal function description. The originating and terminating AAL type 2 service endpoint parts are also applied to the configuration without an AAL type 2 switch. The difference between the originating and terminating AAL type 2 service endpoint parts of the main body and ANNEX A is, in general, ANNEX A does not have/use AAL type 2 service endpoint addressing to select the succeeding AAL type 2 path. The purpose of ANNEX A is for a particular implementation which just focuses on a configuration without an AAL type 2 switch and without an AAL type 2 service endpoint address to select the succeeding AAL type 2 path.
2.2 Whether an AAL type 2 node has a capability to select the succeeding AAL type 2 path according to the requested QoS for the AAL type 2 path, especially in ANNEX A “Support for non-switched scenario of Q.2630.1”:

2.3 Whether an AAL type 2 node has a capability to select the succeeding AAL type 2 path according to requested QoS for the AAL type 2 path:

The same answer below applies to both of the questions 2.2 and 2.3 :-


Both the main body of Q.2630.1 and ANNEX A of Q.2630.1 have no capability to select the succeeding AAL type 2 path according to the requested QoS for the AAL type 2 path because the selection of the succeeding AAL type 2 path is based on parameters given by the ESTABLISH.request primitive parameters. Both the main body and ANNEX A have no parameter to indicate the requested QoS for AAL type 2 path and no procedural text to treat it in their originating AAL type 2 service endpoint descriptions.
2.4 Other questions

· What is the expected application of ANNEX A “Support for non-switched scenario”?
· What is the probable outside logic for ANNEX A to select a route for terminating AAL type 2 service endpoint in case of 1:n network configuration and how the logic interworks with ANNEX A description?
· Why path type capability is not included in ANNEX A of draft Q.2630.2?
The following observations were made on these questions :-

· ANNEX A is a particular implementation of the trunking scenario which just focuses on a configuration without an AAL type 2 switch and without AAL type 2 service endpoint addressing to select the succeeding AAL type 2 path. ANNEX A was intended to focus on applications that are typically provisioned and do not have routing. The trunking scenerio is basically for a 1:1 network configuration.
· With regard to a 1:n network configuration, it is believed that this understanding comes from a sentence in the introduction section in Q.2630.1 ANNEX A. During this meeting it has been agreed that this sentence has been deleted from Q.2630.2 ANNEX A and the paragraph containing this sentence has been edited to correctly reflect the intended use of ANNEX A.

· In ANNEX A, the routing function is located in the AAL type 2 served user and is therefore outside the scope of Q.AAL2.
· In an AAL type 2 served user which maintains the relationships of a 1:n network configutration, the capability to select a route for a terminating AAL type 2 service endpoint in a 1:n network configuration can be realized. It is up to 3GPP how it models AAL type 2 served user above the Q.AAL2 signalling and is purely AAL type 2 served user specific. Hence, it is up to 3GPP which of the main body or ANNEX A is applied to a section with no intermediate AAL type 2 switch. 
· ITU-T activity is contribution driven. No party has requested to include the path type capability in ANNEX A of Q.2630.2

2.5 Conclusion 

It is recommended that ANNEX A is not used where flexible network topologies are required by the network operator. It is believed that the functionalities of the main body enable more flexible network topologies and more efficient use of network resources, firstly due to the switching functionality (in Q.2630.1 and Q.2630.2), and secondly due to the Quality of Service capabilities offered by the path type selection functionality (in Q.2630.2).
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